
Thanksgiving Holiday is a time to celebrate! 

 

Often I  find it easier to sometimes dwell on the 

negative aspect of life than the good. But as the 

Bible teaches “in everything give thanks.”   

 

So I am reminded with what little time I have on 

this earth I can & will have an impact on the lives 

that God brings across my path. 

 

During the month of August & September,  I was 

blessed to attend the ordination ceremony of  70 

pastors and elders being ordained to bring the 

Gospel  to Nepal  organized by Rev. Matthew Su-

roya of the Masiha World Mission.  

 

Coming off the mountains of Kathmandu and to 

the Terai which are the lowlands that border the 

country of India, temperatures can get as high as 

40 °C which  is equal to 104 °F 

 

Though 300 attendees were to partake only  135 

people were able to come due to a nationwide 

strike where transportation was affected. 

 

Some who did make it came from as far away as 

Pakistan, India and the surrounding villages & 

towns of the mountainous regions of Nepal. 

 

Those who come from Pakistan and India  en-

counter considerable risk and persecution due to 

the intolerance of Christianity  especially in their 

home countries. (see the news 

article to the right)  

  

Enjoy the pics! And have 

wonderful thanksgiving. 

 

Your Missionary to Ne-

pal  :)  

                Report for November 2012                   August-September  2012         

A Pakistani court has granted bail to a young Christian girl 

accused of blasphemy, in a case that has attracted interna-

tional condemnation and highlighted the country’s religious 

divide. By Rob Crilly, Islamabad 

11:44AM BST 07 Sep 2012 

Rimsha Masih has been 

held for three weeks in a 

high-security prison despite 

evidence emerging that she 

was framed.  

On Friday Judge Muham-

mad Azam Khan ordered 

her release after a protracted 

courtroom battle, pitting 

hardline Muslim prosecution lawyers against Rimsha’s Christian de-

fence team.  

“I accept her bail application,” Mr Khan announced to a packed court-

room, setting bail at 1m rupees or a little over $10,000.  

Earlier he sat patiently as defence and prosecution harangued each other 

in a bad tempered hearing.  

Prosecution lawyers argued that blasphemy suspects were not entitled 

to bail, while Tahir Naveed Chaudhry, for the defence, said that Rimsha 

was a minor and should be released.  

Her birth certificate gives her age as 11 and her supporters say she also 

suffers from learning disabilities.  

They hope she will be released later on Friday.  

The imprisonment of a young, illiterate girl has embarrassed Pakistan. 

Many politicians and public figures say the case never should have 

reached the courts and represents an abuse of the law to persecute the 

country’s Christian minority.  

Hardline Muslim leaders say she must face trial and the death penalty if 

guilty.  

As a result, the courts have been under pressure to follow the letter of 

the law and to show they are not bending in the face of international 

pressure.  

Now, with bail granted, her best hope may be that the case is quietly 

forgotten and can be resolved away from the international media glare.  

At the weekend, evidence emerged that crucial details of the case had 

been fabricated.  

A cleric at a nearby mosque was arrested after witnesses said they had 

seen him plant two pages from a Koran in ashes taken from Rimsha.  

Under Pakistan's strict blasphemy laws, insulting the prophet Moham-

med is punishable by death and burning a sacred text by life imprison-

ment.  

Blasphemy is a very sensitive subject in Pakistan, where 97 percent of 

the 180 million population are Muslims, and allegations of insulting 

Islam or the prophet Mohammed often prompt a furious public reac-

tion.  

Human Rights Watch welcomed the decision. In a statement the group 

said: “The fact is that this child should not have been behind bars at all.  

“All charges against her should be dropped and Pakistan’s criminal 

justice system should instead concentrate on holding her accuser ac-

countable for inciting violence against the child and members of the 

local Christian community.”  

Rimsha’s neighbours in Mehrabad, on the edge of Islamabad, fled their 

homes after her arrest fearing a wave of reprisal attacks.  



Nepali church members normally leave their shoes outside and sit on the 

floor during the service.  The men sit to the left and the women to the 

right. Singing and prayer are a big part as well as sharing  personal testi-

monies such as this man, who is the oldest Christian in this area & was 

arrested 9 times and tortured for his faith in Christ.                                      

——————————-(See picture below) —————————— 



Pastor Mat-

thew Suroya  

founder of  

Masiha World 

Mission an 

ordained Pres-

byterian minis-

ter  heads the 

program and 

organizes the 

first mass ordi-

nation pro-

gram in Nepal.  
 



As a guest speaker and the only “westerner” present, I  spoke before the committee 

and church  elders and members. Sharing my personal goals  regarding the vision 

to witness and win souls for Christ & challenging  them  to do what they can do to 

change their part of Nepal reaching their own people better than I ever could!  

(L to R)  Pastor Matthew  (Pakistan)          Asif  & Jamshed (Pakistan)      Pastor Shashi (India)        Myself                Pastor Newari   &   Pastor Das  (India)  



After the ordination ceremony 

each individual received a certifi-

cate of ordination,  a Nepalese Bi-

ble, as well as booklet about the 

principals and aspects of prayer 

called “Hearing from Heaven” 

which was donated from a Chris-

tian book company in Taiwan. 

Though the fanfare and ceremony 

may not mean much, the commit-

ment and dedication and sincerity 

of those who organized & those 

who attended this event made it a 

success.                            

A first for Nepal! 

Pastor Milan Sedai 



Rev. Matthew 

Suroya with 

some of the new-

ly ordained pas-

tors and deacons 

receiving their 

certificates. 

 

(Below) I was giv-

en a certificate of 

appreciation for 

my contribution 

and work with 

the children and 

helping to bring 

the Gospel to 

Nepal. 

 

Tulai & Sunumaya Tamang Pastor Matthew and myself 



The church where I attended was still being 

built  when we arrived.   

Construction in Nepal is often done by hand  

and here you can see the women working 

along side the men.  

 

They are extremely strong carrying 30-45 kilos 

of bricks on their backs up two or three flights 

of stairs.   

 

The caste system is predominate even today 

and makes up much of the work ethics and 

force in society.  People are divided according 

to the level in which they were born and stay 

within that caste. Many Dalits do manual la-

bour and are classed as “untouchables”. 

After the service food was prepared outside 

for all attending and even extra for the curi-

ous visitors who stopped by! 

 

These men are cooking with huge pots and 

ladles preparing lentils, ( a type of bean) rice, 

potatoes with chutney (spices) and of course 

chilies! 

 

The weather as I mentioned before can get as 

high as 40C or 104 F & to eat hot food did 

not help but the people were very thankful. 

 



Icumar Singh and Mithum Praja 



What do these two men have in common?  

Both were soldiers and  were commanders of their troops 

and saw combat. Both have given their hearts to Jesus! 

A distinguished career in the Indian Army, Col. Rajnder 

Boay is from the state of Punjab, India.  He served 30 

years in the Army  and is now retired presently resides in 

Kathmandu  with his wife and dog. A Sikh by religion 

which is why he wore the traditional head piece in the 

picture above. 

(below) Kamal Praja was a former Maoist and was in 

charge of a small company of men fighting against the 

Nepali government during the time of the Civil war from 

1996 until 2006.  

He heard about Jesus while sick and accepted him in his 

heart upon his bed.  Now  a pastor in a small village 

where he grew up and is pictured here with his wife and 

child. (on his left cheek he still carries a scar that he re-

ceived in combat) 

Kamal Praja and his wife 

Colonel (retired)  Rajnder Boay  



Nepalese love to both play and to sing songs as 

well as to read. Though Nepali is their mother 

tongue many can read and understand English 

because of the British  influence from India. 

Pastor Vivik K.Das 


